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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-6,7,11-14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kuck (US 3,783,700). 

With respect to claim 1 , Kuck teaches a washer switch (fig. 6, 120) having a 
variable frequency setting; and a controller (fig. 2, 44) that communicates with said 
washer switch and said fluid delivery device and that controls operation of said fluid 
delivery device for delivering fluids intermittently (column 1 , lines 39-65). 

With respect to claim 2. Kuck teaches wherein said fluid delivery is selectively 
adjustable among a range of intermittent settings (column 1 , lines 39-65). 

With respect to claim 3, Kuck teaches wherein said intermittent settings 
correspond to predetermined time delays between successive fluid delivery events 
(column 1 . lines 39-65). 

With respect to claim 4, Kuck teaches wherein said apparatus further includes a 
manual override for delivering fluid on demand while in said variable frequency setting 
(column 4, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 5, Kuck teaches wherein said apparatus further includes a 
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manual override for postponing fluid delivery while in said variable frequency setting 
(column 4, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 6, Kuck teaches including a fluid dispensing device for 
receiving fluid from said fluid delivery device and which dispenses fluid onto a window 
(column 1 , lines 55-58). 

With respect to claim 7, Kuck teaches selecting an intermittent operational mode 
having a con-esponding frequency of fluid delivery; and administering fluid intermittently 
to the window based on said intermittent operational mode (column 1 , lines 39-65). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Kuck teaches providing a signal includes terminating 
fluid delivery (column 1, lines 39-65). 

With respect to claim 12, Kuck teaches comprising delivering fluid on demand 
while in said variable frequency setting based on a requested override (column 4, lines 
1-8). 

With respect to claim 13. Kuck teaches comprising postponing fluid delivery while 
in said variable frequency mode based on a requested override (column 4, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 14, Kuck teaches determining an operating mode selected 
by the user from a range of operating modes; administering fluid to the window; waiting 
a predetermined time corresponding to said selected operating mode; and 
readministering fluid to the window (column 1 , lines 39-65). 

With respect to claim 16, Kuck teaches comprising overriding said administering 
based on a request (column 4, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 17, Kuck teaches wherein overriding Includes administering 
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fluid instantly based on said request (column 4, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 18, Kuck teaches wherein overriding includes postponing fluid 
administration (column 4. lines 1-8). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kuck (US 3,783.700) in view of Wojan et al (PGPUB 2003/0042328). 

With respect to claim 8, Kuck does not teach determining if fluid level of a fluid 
reservoir is below a predetermined level and providing a signal if said fluid level is below 
said predetermined level. Wojan et al teaches determining if fluid level of a fluid 
reservoir is below a predetermined level and providing a signal if said fluid level is below 
said predetermined level (paragraph 0031 ). It would have been obvious for one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement sensing when the 
washer fluid is low to inform the driver into the system of Kuck, to provide the 
advantages of safety and convenience, as taught by Wojan et al. 

With respect to claim 10, Kuck does not teach providing a signal includes 
providing a warning signal. Wojan et al teaches providing a signal includes providing a 
warning signal (paragraph 0031 ). It would have been obvious for one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement sensing when the washer fluid is 
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low to warn the driver into the system of Kuck, to provide the advantages of safety and 
convenience, as taught by Wojan et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 9, and 15 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Glass whose telephone number is 571-272-8395. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F; 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 571-272-2107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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